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1. Introduction 

The following report documents the history of the property now known as the 
Old House in Hildenborough, Kent, England. It is located at the intersection of 
Philpots Lane and Nizells Lane. It is a late 15 th century Grade II* listed property 
indicating that it is of particular importance, with only 8% of listed buildings 
being Grade II* or higher. In fact, only two properties are listed Grade II* or 
higher in Hildenborough - the Old House and Nizels Cottage (both Grade II*). 
The barn is a separately listed early 17 th century Grade II building, although a 
sale agreement dated 1581 describing the property with a barn suggests it is 
probably 16 th century. 2> 3 

The Old House (cottage, barn and gardens) was originally part of an 18 acre 
farm known as Marden’s Farm and almost certainly the original farm house. The 
farm was originally held as part of the manor of Datchurst and paid a fixed rent 
of four shillings per year. It was enfranchised (made freehold) in 1882. 

A new house was built next to it between 1861 and 1871 and was called Marden’s 



1 Webpage British Listed Buildings “http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en- 

1 796 19-old-house-hildenborough-kent” 

2 Webpage British Listed Buildings “http://www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/en- 

179620-barn-immediately-west-of-old-house-hilde” 

3 Messuage called Mardens in Tonbridge 1581, (KHLC: U47/4 T50). 
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